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Marxists left the Labor Party in 1920 when, on Lenin's ad-
vice, a British Communist Party was formed.4 The Commu-
inist Party applied for affiliation to the Labor Party in 1920
but the Labor Party Executive rejected the application, and
this decision was approved by the Party's Annual Confer-
ence in 1921 by an overwhelming majority of votes. Re-
nfewed applications for affiliation have been regularly made,
and regularly rejected.
The immediate cause of the creation of the Labor Party
was a resolution passed at a meeting of the Trades Union
Congress in 1899 which read as follows:
That this Congress, having regard to its decisions in
former years, and with a view to securing a better repre-
sentation of the interests of Labor in the House of Com-
mons, hereby instructs the Parliamentary Committee to in-
vite the co-operation of all the co-operative, socialistic,
trade-union, and other working-class organizations to
jointly co-operate on lines mutually agreed upon, in con-
vening a special congress of representatives from such of
the above-named organizations as may be willing to take
part to devise ways and means for securing the return of
an increased number of Labor members in the next Parlia-
ment.
This resolution was referred to a special committee
which included George Bernard Shaw, Keir Hardie, and
Ramsay MacDonald; and the following February, 129 dele-
gates from labor unions and three socialist societies met in
'London and created the Labor Representation Committee.0
Ramsay MacDonald was elected Secretary. The Labor Rep-
4 See letter dated July 8, 1920, from Lenin to a provisional committee
in Britain: "I am in complete sympathy with . . . plans for the immediate
organization of the party in England. ...  I consider it most desirable
that a Communist Party-be speedily organized on the basis of the decisions
and principles of the Third International. . . .", quoted in Cole, G. D. H.,
A History of the Labor Party Since 1914, Routledge (London), 1948, pp.
102-103.
5 The name was changed to Labor Party in 1906.